
4/30/08 Care To Live brings
you week #5 of our Rockville
area weekly plea from patients,
physicians or families of pa-
tients, who suffer from ad-
vanced prostate cancer, which
will continue until the FDAacts
in a humane manner.

On behalf of our members we
filed a Citizens Petition on July
27, 2007 asking the FDA to re-
consider the failure to approve
Provenge and by law they
should have properly responded
in January. To date they have
not properly responded.

The FDA ignores our Petition
while our members continue to
die painful deaths.

Why can’t the FDACommis-
sioner consider the patients and
take some action?We want bet-
ter, safer treatments NOW!

To read our past, present, and
future ads visit our website. See
you next week in Rockville.

Dear Reader,
Some 220,000American men

are diagnosed with prostate can-
cer each year. Unfortunately,
27,000 of them go on to die
from the disease yearly. Those
unfortunate individuals often
suffer a lingering, painful death.

Unlike breast cancer where

there are many options for treat-
ment for advanced disease,
prostate cancer has few treat-
ment options. The patients suf-
fer with the side effects of
hormone treatment. These in-
clude weight gain, loss of libido
and muscle mass, depression,
exacerbation of heart disease
and fatigue.

When that fails there is only
one effective chemotherapy
drug which many patients re-
fuse or can’t complete due to
considerable side effects.

Last year the FDA failed to
approve a promising new drug
called Provenge for the treat-
ment of prostate cancer.

The FDA convened a panel
of experts to advise them
whether the drug should be ap-

proved. The panel voted 17-0
that the drug was safe and 13-4
that it was effective. In an un-
precedented move, the FDAdid
not approve the drug.

The decision was marred
with conflicts of interest and
back room politics. The FDA
has neither disciplined or inves-
tigated the individuals involved.

As a result of the decision,
many physicians have become
critical and cynical of the FDA.

It is difficult to watch patients
suffer and die when they have
run out of options and there is a
promising treatment such as
Provenge.

The FDA could have made
the drug available while moni-
toring the results of an addi-
tional trial. Instead they chose
to wait for more data and allow
more deaths to occur from this
disease.

Sincerely,
Robert A Rostock MD

Chairman of Oncology,
Geisinger, South Wilkes Barre,
PA; Chairman, Radiation On-
cology, Wyoming Valley Health
Care, and Chair, Institutional
Review Board; former faculty
member and specialist in im-
munology research, Johns
Hopkins Hospital
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5/14/08 Care To Live brings
you week #7 of our published
plea from patients, physicians
or families of patients,
who suffer from ad-
vanced prostate cancer,
which will continue
until the FDA acts in a
humane manner.
On behalf of our

members we filed a
Citizens Petition on
July 27, 2007 asking
the FDA to reconsider
the failure to approve
Provenge and by law
they should have prop-
erly responded in Jan-
uary. To date they have
not properly responded.
The FDA ignores

our Petition while our
members continue to
die painful deaths. 1 in
6 men get prostate
cancer. 75 American
men die of it every day
which is over 27,000men a year.
Why can’t the FDA Com-

missioner consider the patients
and take some action? We want
better, safer treatments NOW!
Join our May 30 nationwide

demonstration protesting the
FDA delay of Provenge. To
learn more about us and to see
all our current, past and future
ads, please visit our website.
Dear Reader,
My family has been closely

following the Provenge saga as
a treatment for prostate cancer.
My two brothers and a brother-
in law are victims of this dis-
ease, as well as me. As a
survivor of prostate cancer, I

know full well that the disease
has not been totally eradicated
from my body; and, I also know

that the use of radiation or sur-
gery will not be a treatment op-
tion for me should the cancer
reappear.
So, I along with 50+ mem-

bers of the Man-To-Man
prostate group here in Berrien
County, Michigan, meet
monthly to hear what other op-
tions are out there for us.
Recently, we had Dr. Mark

Moyad from the University of
Michigan present current re-
search related to treatment of
prostate cancer. He stated that
he supports use of Provenge for
this devastating disease and
there are a number of groups
(i.e. a broad diversity geograph-

ical/medical specialties group
called Physicians for Provenge)
actively voicing their support

for this vaccine.
The action by the
FDA to delay approval
of Provenge, even
though it was approved
by its own expert advi-
sory panel as “safe and
effective”, is deplorable.
I am most concerned
that the delay of the
availability of Provenge
has now become a po-
litical issue, losing
sight of the tens of
thousands of men who
could benefit from
Provenge as another
approach to treatment.
Does anyone care that
men and their families
are suffering when they
could have had addi-
tional, quality time
with their loved ones?

My fondest hope is to be
able to see my grandchildren
grow and be a part of their lives
and I am certain I speak for
countless others.
We have been told by several

physicians that, due to family
history, our own two sons may
be faced with this disease unless
safe and effective treatments
such as Provenge are provided
to them. The question remains,
“How many more men will die
as a result of not having
Provenge available to them?”
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Sincerely,
C. Richard Wick

Psychologist, B.S., M.A.
St. Joseph, Michigan

CareToLive Member C. Richard Wick, his wife and 3 Grandchildren


